
 

 

 

Draft Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at the Village Hall on 
 Monday 7th October 2019 at 7.00pm.  

  
Present: Ms J Hinder (Chair), Mrs V. Mercer, Mr Ian Mitchelmore, Mr C Staines, Mrs Shirley Sullock, Mr G 
Wollacott. Mr K. Widger, Mr D. Murphy 
 
In attendance, Cllr J Brazil, Cllr R. Foss. 

 

78-19 Apologies for absence –, The Police, Cllr J McPetrie. 

 

79-19. Declarations of interest – None 

 

80-19. Public comment – 30 minutes was allocated to invite public comment to discuss a list of projects 

which required consideration to help guide 2020-21 precept setting. The clerk communicated the 

Council Tax referendum principles for town and parish councils being that the Government will not 

apply a cap for this year but will be looking for local councils to show evidence of constraint in 

spending and use reserves where possible for new projects. The Chair of White Close Trust, Mr 

Graham Burton attended and provided an update on the Trust’s situation regarding management of 

the land at White Close and presented a grant request to help with site maintenance, for the Council 

and Cllr R Foss to consider. No other members of the public attended. 

 

The below projects were discussed by the Council and next steps voted on as follows.  

 

a) Resurfacing of the pavement from South Grounds Farm to the Park and Walk.  It was voted in 

favour to investigate re-surfacing options/costs eg Tarmac, stone chippings, Plastic 

matting/chippings to repair the footpath and also the Park and Walk area. Clerk to contact 

Highways for guidance on what is possible/support available and obtain quotes from 

suppliers / Stoke Flemming PC who have recently installed a gravel path on the main road 

from the village. 

b) Mobile Radar Speed signs.  It was voted not to take this forward at this stage and instead 

investigate passive speed management options. The reasons were the cost was significant for one 

speed sign unit (£3,500), it was felt the sign would detract from the nature of the village aesthetics 

and was more appropriate for main roads and that as a mobile unit, it would need regular manual 

handling / location management.  

c) Village gateways/ Improved traffic management signage / rumble strips– It was voted in favour 

to investigate options / costs for a passive traffic management plan that was in keeping with the 

village aesthetics.  Clerk to obtain quotes and contact Highways for guidance on 

standards/permissions required to install village gates, signs and rumble strips.  

d) White Close – An initial grant for one year commencing March 2020 was approved in principle and 

subject to the following terms: 

- That written confirmation is sent to the Parish Council that the White Close Trust had secured 

£1k of funding to clear the pathway and top area of the field and that this work is undertaken by 

the end of March 2020 so that the field can be used by the public. Also that the Trust would 

publicise the availability of White Close around the Parish to encourage visitors as its location is 

little known and it provides spectacular views and a quiet peaceful green space. 
- The grant would then be provided in the form of 3.5 hours per month mowing/strimming support 

for 8 months from April to end Nov 2020 of which the Council’s supplier would be 

commissioned to undertake the work and invoice the Council directly.  
- A review of the Trusts position/ site usage over the summer season to be provided to the 

Council by early October 2020 so that this and any further grant requests, could be considered 



 

 

by the Council.  Chair to write to Mr G Burton to advise of the Council’s decision. Clerk to 

brief Nick Mathias.  
e) Play equipment for the Village Playing field.  The Council felt it was appropriate that funding for play 

equipment be sourced from grants and local fundraising activities.  Chair to progress.  

f). The Council agreed in principle subject to quotes/formal budget laydown to: 

● Increase the precept by 2% inflation plus an amount up to £1k to cover an uplift in mowing, road 

sweeping and drain maintenance costs, necessary due to the increase in storms/wet weather to 

help minimise the risk of flooding. 

● To use the reserve budget to cover costs for items a), b) and d) above and retain if possible an 

amount for potential investment in further traffic management mechanisms if still required.  

 

81-19. Police report – None.  

 

82-19. County & District Councillor reports  

 

County report from Cllr J Brazil: 

- Improvements to the back roads have now been completed which were funded by remaining budget 

from the A379 Government grant. 
- Devon County Council and District Council have declared a climate change emergency and are working 

on an action plan and forming a Citizens Assembly. Further details to follow. 
- Single Neighbourhood Plan project for Chilverston, Southpool, East Portlemouth. It was reported that all 

parishes have now signed their intent to participate.  Cllr J Brazill to follow up on next steps/timings. 

Update to be provided at the next meeting. 
 

District report from Cllr R. Foss: No update 

 

83-19. Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd September 2019 

           It was proposed, seconded and resolved that the Minutes be signed by the Chair as a true and  

           correct record. 

 

84-19. Matters in abeyance  

- Village flooding issues - Ongoing monitoring. Bi-annual drain cleaning arrangements in place to 
manage. 

- Submit Passive Traffic Management Grant application for £500 to District Cllr once requirements 
identified and approved by all agencies and grant availability advised. 

- Submit Defibrillator Grant application to new District Cllr. Clerk to submit grant request and invoice 
to Cllr R Foss.  

- Plastic recycling scheme. 
  

 
85-19. Planning applications.  

Ref 1618/19/ARC – Kimberly Stables, Slapton TQ6 2QT 

Proposal: Application for approval of details reserved by condition 5 of householder consent 0368/19/HHO. 

No comment. 

2833/19/HHO – Chantry Hill, Slapton TQ7 2QY 

Proposal: Householder application for alterations to roof and erection of a raised terrace. 

No objection but comment submitted for consideration. 

Decisions (for information only, see SHDC website for more information) 
2449/19/AGR– Lea Valley Slapton Kingsbridge TQ7 2QG 
Proposal: Agricultural Determination. Prior notification of proposed agricultural dry storage building. 
Decision: Ag Determination details not required. 



 

 

2226/19/LBC – Old Walls, Sands Road, Slapton TQ7 2QN 
Proposal: Listed building consent for refurbishment. 
Decision: Conditional Approval. 

 
86-19. Matters for discussion 

a) GreenBanks Bus shelter tender response quote of £4655.00.  The Council requested a further 
breakdown on materials/ labour be provided and given the amount to revised alternative 
options.  Clerk to contact Nick Mathias re further quote breakdown. Cllr G Wollacott to 
investigate other structure options and report at next meeting. 

b) SLP Traffic Survey response – Arrangements for Highways meeting attendance and project 
management. It was discussed and agreed that a Cllr should attend the meetings to represent 
and act on behalf of the Council.  Cllr D Murphy and/or Cllr I Mitchelmore agreed to attend. 
Chair to advise Alan Denbigh and Mr G Burton of the arrangements and obtain a list of 
future meeting dates and times for circulation to the Council. 

c) 2020/21 precept planning – Village maintenance items (Pavements on Sands Road, village 
gateway / speed signs quote). Refer section 80-19 a-f for details. 

d) Beach bus shelter handover terms between the SLP, FSC, Whitley Trust - Zurich insurance 
quote of £177.60 and legal transfer proposal from the FSC. The Council felt the significant 
increase in the parish insurance premium was cost prohibitive and were therefore unable to 
accept the handover of the beach bus shelter to the PC. Clerk to contact the FSC to advise 
of the decision.  

 

87-19 Proposals for resolution 

a. To resolve to approval the installation of a wooden bus shelter on the corner of Greenbanks 
entrance at a cost of £4655.00 as per the tender response quote provided by Nick Mathias. To 
note that no other invited suppliers responded and the quote is appropriate for a bespoke 
solution required in an AONB designated village. The Council voted not to resolve this matter at 
this time. Clerk to contact Nick Mathias for a further quote breakdown for discussion at 
the next meeting. 
 

b. To propose to adopt and insure all the items listed on the Village Assets Register (Updated 
version 05/5/19, total asset value of £10,612.89. It was proposed by Cllr V Mercer and 
seconded by Cllr S Sullock to adopt the Village Assets Register. Clerk to publish updated 
register on the Parish Website. 

 
88-19 Clerk’s report  

 

a) Beach Car Park – Spot fines update: September x 17 fines but unable to enforce as the ticket 
machine was damaged. 2 camper van parking offences photographed on the area by the war 
memorial were reported to DCC to take further. 

b) Mowing contract: 
a. End of season cut scheduled for 21/22nd October subject to weather.   
b. 2020-21 mowing contract schedule and maintenance work plan – Clerk to add for 

discussion at the October meeting. 
c) Road Warden Scheme update – Clerk to follow up the response from the Slapton Line Advert. 
d) Highways Update – Carr Lane Drainage repairs 9-13th Sept 2019 completed.  Clerk to report 

continued flooding issue at the new drain on Brook Street to Highways. 
e) Church bench maintenance supplier request update. Matter passed to Nick Mathias to follow up 

with the parishioner / co-ordinate with the church warden. 
f) Standards and Governance training. Course attendance 3/10/19. Clerk to circulate the slides to 

the Council when received and add for discussion at the next meeting. 
g) Autumn Road Sweeping – Update on meeting with Cranheath Transport Ltd on 

5-10-19. Clerk to progress quotes and advise Brooking wish to delay the drain clearance 
work until December as the fall appears to be late. 

. 
89-19 Chair’s report  

a) Slapton All Stars club – Reported the Bell Ringing taster in the Village Church was well attended 
and received with 9 children and parents attending. Chair to provide photos and a write up to the 



 

 

Slapton Lines and Gazette. The next event is the ‘Low Ropes’ Course at the Start Bay Centre in 
November. Further details and notices will follow. 

 
90-19 Councillors’ reports 

 

a. Cllr V Mercer – Updated on the SLP meeting.  Key points covered below and further information 
can be obtained from alandenbigh@slaptonline.org   

- The future strategy plan was adopted by all members. Topics were also included from points raised 
by the public workshops held over summer in all 4 parishes. Ongoing concerns; The South West 
coastal path may have to change direction, the location of the car parks is not yet resolved.  An 
officer is being employed for 1 year to help with the strategy implementation funded by monies from 
the Flood Levey (E.A) and EU and the AONB will host the position. 

- The beach war memorial is due to be dismantled and put into storage whilst ground works take 
place at Strete Gate over winter and planning permissions are obtained.  Stokeham, Strete and 
Slapton Parishes have been asked to support with future ongoing maintenance.  

- Additional posts are being considered at Torcross and the bus shelter to prevent parking on the 
shingle.  

- Cllr G Wollacott – Defibrillator training has been arranged with SWAST to take place on Weds 23rd 
October at Slapton Village Hall.  Posters are being arranged by Mr Wollacott who will display 
on village notice boards and request are added to the shop facebook page via Cllr D 
Murphy. Clerk to add to website and village notice boards. 

b. Cllr Ian Mitchelmore –  
- Raised concerns over how to use the new Defibrillator of there was no phone signal or the person 

raising the alarm had not phone.  Cllr G Wollacott advised if you called 999 or 112 on your mobile, 
this would connect to satellites so the call would go through. Cllr G Wollacott to amend the 
defibrillator signage to include a map of the location of the village public telephone box. 

- Raised the new drain at the bottom of Brook Street was located up a slight incline hence flooding 
still persisting. Clerk to report matter to Highways. 

- Requested if the vegetation can be trimmed back at the junction of Sands Road and the A379 for 
safety reasons. Clerk to contact the FSC to arrange if the dormouse nesting season is now 
over. 

c. Cllr C Staines – None. 
d. Cllr K Widger – Raised that the Park and Walk surface required attention and could this be 

considered in the 2020-21 budgets. 
e. Cllr S Sullock – None. 
f. Cllr D Murphy – Advised was co-ordinating the phone box survey responses at the village shop. 

Cllr D Murphy to hand to the clerk by 17th October so that these can be scanned in and 
submitted with the formal council response. Clerk to draft response and circ to Council for 
approval and onward submission by the deadline of 20 October.  

 
91-19. Financial matters 
 
Approve the following payments: 

S/O £199.20   L. Soothill-Ward, Clerks salary – Sept ’19 (Paid 31/919 for noting). 

108/19 £8.00 
Now 
£33.00 

Village Hall Hire, 2 Sept, Invoice C10511 /19. (Late replacement 
invoice received 7-10-19 for new value £33.00 to cover Sept 2 
meeting £9.00 and unpaid invoice C06470/19 £24 for May 2nd 
PC meeting and elections room hire 3 + 4 May. Council 
approved all payments at the PC meeting.  

116/19 £220.00 Nick Mathias 22 Sept Mowing. Invoice 1121/20.  

DD  £35.00 IOC Data Protection annual fee. (Paid by DD 27-9-19, for noting). 

 

a. Balance at Bank 30/9/19: £27,872.89. 
b. 2019-20 Precept final payment received on 12/9/19 of £4,549.50. 
c. Clerks Salary increased from £195.50 to £199.20 per month as per contractual 1st years’ service 

pay grade increase.  
d. Precept planning 2021-22 to commence Oct. 

 

mailto:alandenbigh@slaptonline.org


 

 

92-19. Date of next meeting – Monday 4th November 2019 at 7.30pm.  

 

SIGNED Chair: ......................................... 

 

All meeting agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.slaptonparish.co.uk 

 

 


