
 

I am writing to you regarding the benefits of a Lifting Chair. A presentation was given at Prawle Fair 
meeting on 8th April, led by Ryan Ware – Leader of South Western Ambulance Service NHS Foundation 
Trust's, the community responder officer for Devon. 
  
The presentation was then handed over to Nigel Toms (Modbury Responder), who gave us a 
demonstration of the Lifting Chair. Those present were very impressed by the demonstration of the 
Lifting Chair, and we are considering donating a proportion of the funds raised at this year’s Prawle 
Fair to the purchase of a Lifting Chair for our First Responders. 
  
In addition, there were 3 other Responders from South West Ambulance NHS Foundation Trust, David 
Hampden-Smith (Chivelstone Responder), Locky Loxton (Kingsbridge Responder) and Graham Simons 
(Torcross Responder).  
  
Modbury had recently completed a trial of the chair to assist lifting people who have fallen over, we 
were informed that the trial use of the chair in South Hams had recorded 70% of the patients attended 
were able to remain at home. The chair can be used in small spaces, lift 22 stone and is battery run, 
on full charge it can make 40 lifts. Nigel Toms reported that the chair is typically used 5-6 times per 
week, as an average. The chair costs £4,000. However, The Trust does not have the resources to 
purchase chairs for all the responders and therefore they welcome financial support from local 
communities. Attached is a short video of the chair in action taken at the meeting and the chair can 
be found via this link : https://www.independentliving.co.uk/product/felgains-emergency-lifting-
chair/ 

  
As you appreciate David Hampden Smith and Graham Simons cover our communities, they require a 
Lifting Chair which will benefit us all. Therefore, ask you to consider sharing the cost of a chair which 
will benefit us all. 

Letters are being sent to the following communities South Pool, East Portlemouth, Frogmore and 
Sherford and Stokenham. If everyone agreed it would cost each of the 6 communities £667. The 
responder team stated they would be more than willing to visit your community to give you 
demonstration. 

This year Prawle Fair is on 26th May. It would be very much appreciated if we could have your thoughts 
by then. 

Kind Regards, 

Alison Lennon 
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