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1. Since 2000 White Close Field has been a village amenity, 
situated halfway up Prospect Hill and accessed through a 
small gate and a vehicle track.

2. This field was acquired for the village by the newly formed White Close Trust as a 
millennium project in 1999, with funding from the Parish Council, Whitley Trust and 
others. It has a short footpath, a seat with views of Start Bay and the village, a picnic 
bench and a small shed for storage.

3. The aim of the charity is:

TO MAINTAIN A PUBLIC OPEN SPACE FOR NATURE CONSERVATION

4. Since 2012 a new group of Trustees has managed the site. Funding for capital 
improvement works was received from the Lottery. A further small donation came 
from a family with strong links to the area, the Kellonds, who also provided a special 
bench in memorial to their father.

5. In 2015, following a consultation with the village, most of the site was planted with 
native woodland.

6. From the beginning the issue faced by the Trustees has always been to maintain the 
access in the face of vegetation growth. The assumption in 2012 was that once a new 
footpath was put in place the foot traffic from visitors would enable it to stay open and 
useable.
In practise this has not happened. The use by the village is too low level, with 
occasional groups from the Field Centre using it for field work and a small number of 
dog walkers.

7. Unfortunately, perhaps the original premise for the site was, in hindsight, flawed – the 
village did not need a new recreational amenity up a steep hill, with a nature reserve 
and beach on its doorstep.
A handful of residents do use the site, but not in sufficient numbers or regularly 
enough to keep the access open.



8. The low level of use means that the Trust has needed to physically control vegetation. 
This has been achieved by some hand cutting and occasional heavy strimming by 
contractors. 

9. In bald terms, the Trust has now run out of funds to pay for this management. It has 
run into the problem that many face – capital works can often be funded by grants but 
running costs are much more difficult to find. Pleas for volunteers to help, via Slapton 
Lines, were unsuccessful. The village has so many calls on its charitable work that 
trying to raise money through the standard coffee mornings etc does not seem to be 
viable, year on year, unless locally raised funds are diverted from, say, Devon Air 
Ambulance donations. 

Funds required:
Capital sum to remove the substantial bramble thickets - £1000
Annual revenue - £500 to pay for insurance and contract mowing

10.As Chair, I believe the site and the Trust are now at a crossroads. Although, in time, 
there will be a valuable native woodland maturing here, which may offer other options 
for public use, we need to consider how we manage the short- and medium-term 
future which may involve closing access – which is virtually the case anyway as it 
becomes overgrown.   

11.Suggestion:
The capital sum could be applied for from Cllr Foss community fund. This would enable 
us to remove 3 of the key bramble stands and make any future maintenance work 
much easier.
We would ask the Parish Council for a grant of £1500 for the next 3 years (£500 pa) 
to keep the site open while we consider a more permanent future arrangement. 

I would be pleased to discuss this with the Parish Council as appropriate.
12. The question in the long term is whether the site is of sufficient value to the 

community for it to be funded on a regular annual basis or would it be best to 
‘mothball’ the site as the woodland develops and reconsider its management at some 
future date. 
This would need to be discussed between the Trustees and the Parish Council. 
Previously the Council have rejected the option of taking ownership of the site as a 
parish asset, but this may be suitable for reconsideration in future.

Graham Burton (Chair – White Close Trust)
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