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View from Reader Ken’s Garden …. 

 
 
Hasn’t the weather been wonderful this spring? As soon as the lock-down was 
announced, the rains stopped, the skies cleared, and the sun came out. After six 
months of rain, we have enjoyed a lovely spell of weather. Plenty of opportunity to 
sort out the garden and the allotment (for those who have them). Meanwhile, I have 
not left the boundary of my property since the middle of March. As one who has to 
be shielded for my own health protection, I am strongly advised not to venture out 
till the end of June at the earliest. But venture out to what? 
 
It is quite clear now that the society in which we live will not be the same as it was. 
At least not for the foreseeable future, until a reliable vaccine is widely available. 
Even then, it will be a long time, if ever, that we will say ‘Bless you’ calmly if someone 
close to us sneezes. I normally do not like having to wait for something, but I 
currently have no choice – everything is outside of my control. I will have to be 
patient. Fortunately, we have very kind friends and neighbours who are happy to do 
shopping. But it is not the same as going out to get something I need when I want it. 
 
I wonder what it was like for the disciples after Jesus had ascended to Heaven. Were 
they still afraid of what would happen if the Roman authorities caught them? Was it 
back to normal, to fishing, to working in the family business again? Jesus had already 
showed them that nothing would be ‘normal’ again. Were they eager to go out as 
they had done before to heal the sick and tell the Good News that Christ was risen? 
But Jesus told them to wait – wait until the ‘helper’ comes. And meanwhile, they 
should pray. And they had not got long to wait for the first Pentecost, when the Holy 
Spirit came. 
 
One thing I definitely have had more time for during the lock down is time to pray. 
And I can imagine some of the things that were going through the disciple’s mind as 
they prayed. What was life going to look like now? Jesus had told them to wait – but 
wait for what? What was going to happen? Their lives would never be the same – 
there was no going back to ‘normal’. 
 
The Bishops encouraged us all to pray during the period from Ascension to 
Pentecost, just as the disciples did. As we begin to venture out into the brave new 
world post-Covid, we will need prayer more than ever. Prayer for our uncertain 
future, for the lives of so many people the world over who will have lost their jobs. 
Prayer for those who have lost family or friends to the virus. Prayer for people to find 
the only hope that really matters – of the risen Jesus Christ, living and with us 
through the gift of His Holy Spirit. 
 
May the Holy Spirit guide us into the future – whatever it holds for us. And may God 
bless us all while we wait.                                                                                                    Ken 
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Where are we with the Vacancy? 
 

 
It is now over eight months since Rev Pam took early retirement.  Not long after we 
wished her well as she left us for her new home in Cornwall the members of the Joint 
Benefice PCC (JBPCC) met to consider the way forward.  With advice from our 
Archdeacon and Rural Dean we began to draft a document, called a prospectus, to 
set out where we saw the future for our churches, and the kind of priest we thought 
would be good for us, and vice versa. 
   
You may recall a couple of articles in the Link about the vacancy process and you may 
be forgiven for asking the question, ‘are we any nearer to welcoming a new priest to 
the Benefice’?  A very good question, and the answer is ‘not really’, the process is in 
abeyance and a revised prospectus and timescale has not yet been agreed. 
 
The practical difficulties, of giving interested clergypeople opportunities to visit our 
churches and meet us, and for the necessary discernment process to take place, are 
simply too great at the moment.  A disappointment to many, I am sure, but a mixed 
blessing in a way.  The forced pause in the process provides us with a gift of time to 
reflect on our priorities, particularly now that we face the challenges of a ‘new 
normal’. 
 
At the moment we are looking forward to opening our churches, albeit on very strict 
terms to minimise the risk of a further coronavirus outbreak.  This may be hard for us 
to accept but the reality is that in all likelihood there will be fewer services every 
month and the nature of the services will need to change.  Detailed guidance from 
the Diocese can be found on their website https://exeter.anglican.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Preparing-to-Re-open-our-Church-Buildings-FINAL-v4.pdf  
We need to acknowledge that services will not be exactly the same as before for a 
considerable time, possibly never. 
 
Added to which, if we are to attract a priest who is a good match with us, we need to 
acknowledge that there is a limit to what he or she can realistically achieve in the 
short term on a part-time basis. 
 
Many people will say that regular worship services are the central focus but across 
the country rural churches are accepting that ‘regular’ does not mean every week 
and that mission activities are taking their place.  So, now is a good time to think 
about what church services mean for us.  Taking a practical perspective, I invite you 
to consider some questions:- 
 

We have come to expect two Communion services a month in each church, but 
why not one, if it means that our priest can manage to spend more time with us 
in other ways? 
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Which is better, a service every week in each church with just a few people 
attending, or every other week with a neighbouring congregation possibly joining 
in, making a good number? 
 
Should every church have the same number of services every month or could the 
frequency be tailored to suit the needs of each congregation? 
 
We have been fortunate to have two readers and help from readers from a 
neighbouring benefice as well as from retired priests.  We also have a few people 
who take lay services.  Hopefully, these will all continue, but if we had fewer 
ministers to help out, would more lay services be feasible or desirable? 
 
Apart from services, what are the other activities we can sensibly expect a priest 
to help us with – Lent courses, Bible study groups etc. - and how much time can 
he or she realistically spend in our communities? 

 
We know our faith is much more than church services.  As we adapt to changing 
circumstances we can be certain that Jesus Christ will be at our side every step of the 
way. 

Lindsey  
Lay-Chair JBPCC 

 
 

 
 
 

Renewal of C2 Safeguarding Training … 
 … A date for your diary 

 
If your Safeguarding Training is due for renewal (every 3 years) please can you put 
this date in your diary when the diocesan Safeguarding Team have confirmed they 
will deliver the half day training locally. 
 
Monday November 23rd 2020, in the afternoon at Dodbrooke Church Hall, 
Kingsbridge. 
 
We will be joined by others from across the rural deanery who also need to renew. 
Further details on times and booking on the course nearer the date. 
 

Ruth Fretton 
Benefice Safeguarding Officer 
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Buckland tout Saints 

St. Peter’s Church 
 

 
 
 
 

Church Services 
The Diocese has issued advice about preparing for the re-opening of churches as it is 
likely that permission will be given by the government and the national Church for 
church buildings to re-open in a phased way over the next couple of months. The 
PCC has considered the advice and decided that the layout of St Peter’s with the 
small vestry and narrow entrance from the front door into the body of the church it 
would be very difficult to achieve compliance with the current social distancing 
requirements. It would also be difficult to manage the sanitising and cleaning of the 
church. The re-opening of St Peter’s will be kept under review particularly if the 
social distancing rules are relaxed. 
 
We continue to enjoy the Sunday morning streamed services with St Mary’s, with 
increasing members from the Benefice joining us. It is a valued meeting together 
each week, thank you to Ken for his planning and to Rev Alison, Rev Mark and Rev 
John for their contributions.  
 

Commemorating VE Day 

 
 
With social distancing a priority we managed a muted celebration in Goveton with 
music and wine, much enjoyed by everyone. 
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Fabric Matters 
The churchyard has been a peaceful place to sit and read while opening the vestry 
for some fresh air.  It has been slowly turning green over the past weeks and will 
need some radical cleaning before we re- start services. We also need to purchase a 
new dehumidifier for the body of the church. 
 
A questionnaire was recently completed for Ecclesiastical Insurance followed by a 
telephone discussion concerning the results of the latest Quinquennial inspection 
and the electrical survey. There are several aspects which the PCC will need to 
address at the next meeting. 
 

Gift Day 
We had planned to hold the annual Gift Day Service on Sunday July 21st but it seems 
this will be another casualty.  It is serious for us as our income has suffered markedly, 
so this year it will be a “virtual” one delivered by the postman. 
 
We hope you are all keeping well and enjoying the beautiful countryside. 
 
For all church matters please contact the Churchwarden Ann Williams tel: 853141 or 
by email  acwilliams149@gmail.com 
 

 
 
Terry Waite … on coping with lockdown 
 
Terry Waite spent four years in solitary confinement in Beirut. He says: “In isolation, 
it is easy to become introspective and depressed. All of us, when we are honest and 
examine ourselves critically, will discover things about ourselves of which we are not 
especially proud. I had to learn how to grow a greater acceptance of myself and work 
towards a deeper inner harmony.   
 
“…. Today in lockdown, it’s important to keep yourself well. Don’t slob around all day 
in pyjamas and a dressing gown. Dress properly and develop a routine. It’s important 
to have a structure – get up at a certain time, eat regular meals and so on. 
 
“If you have faith, then that will give you resources to draw on”, especially if you 
know some hymns, psalms and prayers by heart. “When I was captured, they were 
there to call on.” 
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Charleton     
St. Mary’s Church 
 
 
 
 

Church Bells 
If you were out clapping for our carers on the last Thursday evening in May, you will 
have heard two of our church bells being rung. Although this may have been the last 
time we thank our Doctors, Nurses, Carers and Key Workers in this way, Nick and 
Dee White were delighted to be allowed in church to ring. 
 

Churches re-open? 
Churches are still not open for services, and there is no date yet when we will be 
allowed to reopen, but some are now opening soon for private prayer. However, this 
limited opening requires that the church be thoroughly cleaned each time it is 
opened. Since we are unable to do this on a regular basis, Anna and Ken have 
decided not to open the church for the moment. However, if you would like to be 
able to visit the church for private prayer, say once a week on a Sunday, please 
would you get in touch and we will see what we can do. If you are able to offer help 
in cleaning and are willing to go on a rota, please let Tony or Anna know.  
 

Sunday Services & Coffee Mornings 
While our church is closed, we continue to meet online and via the phone for Sunday 
services and Coffee Mornings. It is lovely to see so many of our friends joining in with 
our services and at the coffee mornings including the occasional appearance from 
Rev Pam all the way from Bude. Our special thanks go to Rev Mark and Rev John for 
helping with the Sunday services. We will continue with Sunday Worship at 10.30am 
and with Coffee Mornings on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month. Anyone is 
welcome to join us – just contact Ken for information.   
 

Kittens Found 
Tony and Anna were at their 
allotment with their daughter’s 
dog ‘Enzo’ when he attracted 
Anna’s attention to some long 
grass. There she found three 
kittens which are now being 
cared for by Tony and Anna. 
The kittens are settling in well 
at Post Labore and Tony and 
Anna are still looking for 
homes for the kittens, so if you would like a kitten or two, please let them know. 
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Chivelstone 
St. Sylvester’s Church 
  
 

 
 
 
 
Church News 
The Church is closed, but there are various on-line services. 
 
As there is no Vicar at present please contact either Vicky Tucker tel: 511332 or 
Edward Baker tel: 511272, the Churchwardens, for weddings and funerals; and if any 
other information is required in connection with St Sylvester's Church.  
 

St Sylvester's Church Renovation Project      
The decision on the second phase for the Grant from the National Heritage Fund 
should be known very soon. 
 
The Devon Historic Churches Trust has awarded St. Sylvester's Church £1000. This 
will be very useful to assist with the repairs on one or two of the south windows, 
particularly the window by the old stove which is badly in need of repair. 
 

Family News 
Sadly I have to report that Jane Shadbolt died last month. Jane had been living in 
Yorkshire with her daughter Felicity and family. Jane was very much part of our 
community for many years, always supporting the Church and village life. She was 
buried at St. Sylvester's Church, Chivelstone with her late husband Kenneth after a 
private funeral. 
 
Congratulations to Jonathan and Marina Wotton on the recent arrival of Thomas, a 
brother for Grace. 
 

The Lockdown Banner 
The information for those wanting to submit a design for the proposed Lockdown 
Banner is: size A4 or A5; portrait or landscape orientation; and it can be a digital 
picture, a photo or a piece of artwork. Please leave a 2cm border all round your 
piece. This is important for sewing up assembly. The design can be signed or 
anonymous and can be from an individual or a household. It can be any of your 
lockdown experiences in any form. Please submit your final piece to Vicky Tucker, 
Honey Lane House or post in the box in the Piglet Stores by June 15th. 
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The contributions will be sent altogether to a printing company to be transferred 
onto fabric. The banner will then be constructed by the sewing volunteers. The more 
the merrier. For further information about this historical project please contact Vicky 
Tucker, tel: 511332 or Alison Odell tel: 511783 or Nicola Brown tel: 511477. 
 

Community Support 
Although all events due to take place have either been postponed or cancelled the 
community in the parish is still very much alive. There is a marvellous network of 
people willing to help all those in need. 
 
Sarah Bunn is coordinator for prescriptions. Please telephone her on 511489 for 
further information. 
 
Springfield Farm Shop will deliver on Monday, Wednesday or Friday. Please place 
your order before 2.30pm for same day delivery. They supply meat, vegetables, fruit, 
milk and bread. tel: 531523. 
 
Prawle Pasta make marvellous pasta dishes which can be delivered within a 10-mile 
radius of East Prawle. Contact: enquires @prawlepasta.co.uk or tel: 07730 441203. 
 
The Piglet Stores is now under new management. They have an excellent range of 
produce and are open every day except Sunday from 9am – 3pm.  
 
In the Pigs Nose porch there are books for anyone to borrow.  
 
Take away Pizzas available in East Prawle from A Pizza Me. Open every Saturday 
5.30pm - 9.30pm  
 
East Prawle History Society 
The History Society’s website, www.eastprawlehistorysociety.co.uk is well worth a 
look.  For further information please contact Kate Jennings tel: 511382 or Vicky 
Tucker tel: 511332. Information is also available on Facebook. 
 

Chivelstone Parish Community Hall 
The Hall is now closed until further notice due to Coronavirus.  
 

The Coleridge Bus 
The bus is not running until further notice.  
 

The Travelling Library 
The Mobile Library visit in June has been cancelled. 
 
The Correspondent for The Link is Anne Blyth tel: 511280 or email:  anne@epkinema.co.uk. If readers 
know of anyone else who would like to take The Link regularly, please contact Richard Cordy, tel: 511430 
The website for all six churches in the Start Bay Benefice is www.startbay.org.uk. 
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East Portlemouth 
St. Winwaloe’s Church 
 
 

 
 
 
 
John Neaverson 
It is with great sadness that we report the passing of John Neaverson on Wednesday, 
May 20th.  John was a very popular, helpful and active member of the village 
community.  Our thoughts go out to Elaine and the whole family. 
 
A prayer for those who mourn: 
O God, who brought us to birth, and in whose arms we die, in our grief and shock 
contain and comfort us; embrace us with your love, give us hope in our confusion and 
grace to let go into new life; through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

East Portlemouth Parish Council 
The Parish Council holds a long list of people willing to volunteer to help those in 
need in the current difficult times.  Please do get in touch – (either by email at 
mike.harris@eastportlemouth.org.uk or tel: 844005) if there is anything that you, or 
someone you know, needs help with. 
 
Work has commenced on the landslip at Ditch End; the road remains closed to all 
vehicles except residential and emergency access.  The National Trust has confirmed 
that the car park at Mill Bay remains closed. 
  
Village Hall 
The Village Hall has a sparkling new oven installed – many thanks to Bernice for 
organising this.  We cannot wait to welcome people back into the hall to benefit from 
this facility! 
 
The Village Hall Committee would like to express their enormous gratitude to Sue 
Cook for all of her hard work as Treasurer over a period well in excess of 20 years.  
Sue stood down at the recent virtual AGM; we are delighted that she will remain on 
the committee. 
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South Pool 

St. Nicholas and St. Cyriac’s Church 
 
 
 
 
Church 
The Diocese has started the process of relaxing the recommendations which restricts 
the access to churches because of Covid19.  The initial step would be to allow access 
into the church for the purpose of private prayer. 
 
The church will be unlocked and open for a pre-determined time-table.  At this stage, 
this relaxation does not allow for holding Sunday or weekday services, or any non-
urgent maintenance work, use of the tower to raising flags, etc. 
 
The PCC has decided that St Nicholas and St Cyriac Church will be open for private 
prayer on Sundays and Wednesdays. To ensure that the church is maintained to 
comply with the published government guidelines it will be carefully cleaned on 
Mondays and Thursdays. Further information on the date from which the church will 
be open on Sundays and Wednesdays will be posted on the bird screen and the 
Notice Board in the village square.  
 
At this point there is no date fixed for when services may begin. 
 

 
The Group has been able up until May 17th to support the following: 
 

 270 requests for pick up and deliveries, including shopping, prescriptions 
and pet supplies;  

 20 requests for medical, pastoral and general advice; 
 200 telephone support calls and emails made to those who are vulnerable, 

shielding or self-isolating; and 
 5 requests for practical help. 

 
A huge thank you to all of the volunteers and coordinators for making this happen 
and for the support of all in our community. We will continue to provide whatever 
support is needed for the foreseeable future. 
 
If you are self-isolating and require help please contact the relevant person listed 
on the next page. 
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Shopping - Meg Warren tel: 531297 or Emma Venturi tels:07980 311661 and 531985  
 
Prescription collection - Amanda Burwell tel: 07887 633330  
 
Befriending/Telephone support - Andie Day tel: 511191 or Sheila Hirst tel: 532850  
 
Pastoral, Spiritual - Rev Sue Blade tel: 531867  
 
Practical support - Chris Blade tel: 531867  
 
Dog walking, Pet supplies - Alex Edmond-Star tel: 07738 983626  
 
 
Link Correspondent 
Susie Wren is the South Pool correspondent for the Link and she can be contacted by 
tel: 532914 or email:  bioent@gmail.com 

 
 

Coronavirus cases in Africa increasing sharply 
 
Christian Aid has warned that time is running out to prevent coronavirus 
overwhelming health systems across Africa.  
 
As coronavirus infections rise sharply across the continent, and with African 
countries lacking the specialist equipment or staff to cope with a pandemic, the 
international development agency is calling for the cancellation of debt repayments 
from African countries this year, so that money can be freed up and spent instead on 
saving lives. 
   
As the poorest continent in the world, Africa is least equipped to provide the 
specialist care necessary to treat people infected with coronavirus. According to the 
World Health Organisation there are less than 2,000 ventilators and 5,000 intensive 
care unit beds across the entire Africa region.  
  
Patrick Watt, Christian Aid's Director of Policy, Public Affairs and Campaigns, said: 
“Debt repayments falling due this year should be cancelled in full if we want African 
countries to have a fighting chance of limiting the spread of coronavirus, and 
surviving the hit to their economies.  
 
“It is completely perverse that dozens of the world’s poorest countries are expected 
to pay debts to wealthy creditors in the midst of the biggest global health challenge 
in a generation, and the worst economic downturn since the 1930s. At this moment, 
cancelling the debt is a matter of life and death.” 
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Learning to trust in times of trouble 
 

 
A friend, writing about the challenges she is facing, says: "We never cease to have 
invitations to trust, do we?" I tend to agree. Almost every day we face circumstances 
that we cannot control, and for which the only way to find peace is to trust in the 
loving wisdom of our faithful God. 
 
Yet trust is never easy. It seems easier – and more natural – to worry or to be afraid. 
It’s as if we feel we ought to be anxious, as if we really must fret about things. Not to 
do so would be to not care. It’s our duty to carry the weight of the world on our 
shoulders. 
 
But is it? 
 
Jesus seems to offer us an alternative. He says, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Trust in God; trust also in Me.” (John 14:1) He offers Himself to us as someone who is 
trust worthy, one who is absolutely reliable and who will see us through. We are 
invited to entrust Him with our concerns, and to hand over to His care the things that 
trouble us. 
 
In his book Ruthless Trust, the writer Brennan Manning says: “Sometimes it may 
mean more to God when we say, ‘I trust you’ than it does when we say ‘I love you.’” 
When things are going well, the sun is shining and the sky is blue, it is easy to love 
God. But when the storms are blowing, and the clouds are dark, it takes a very 
special kind of faith to say, “I don’t understand God, but I do trust you.” 
 
This kind of faith delights the heart of God. Every trouble we face presents us with 
another invitation to place our trust in Him. 

Tony Horsfall 

 
 

Nigeria – slaughter continues during lockdown 
  
Fulani militants have continued to carry out attacks against Christians in Plateau 
State Nigeria, despite the coronavirus lockdown. In the latest attack, at a village near 
the capital of Jos, extremists murdered two five-year-old children and a three-year-
old infant. 
  
Release International, which supports persecuted Christians around the world, has 
again been calling on the Nigerian government to take urgent steps to protect its 
vulnerable Christian communities from attack – even as they face the new threat of 
the coronavirus. 
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The Valley of Dry Bones has a future hope 
 

 
‘A dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones. An' I hear the word of the Lord!’ 
 
At this time of global pandemic, we live with stark reality of death and life. Ezekiel’s 
vision of the valley of dry bones (37:1-14) was given when God’s people were in exile 
in Babylon. They felt dead, being separated from home and God! The vision answers 
God’s question: ‘can these bones live?’.  
 
We can also feel cut off from God, facing the loss of job, business, home or health, 
with churches unable to meet on Sundays. This vision assures us that God has power 
over death and can breathe new life into what is hopeless.  
 
When Ezekiel is told to ‘prophesy to the bones,’ God brings them back to life: the 
bones come together and are covered with muscles and skin. He then prophesies to 
the wind, from the four corners of the earth, to bring the bodies alive. The physical 
bodies are then filled with God’s breath to bring new life. The miracle of this story is 
that God not only makes these bones live, but also brings the life of His Spirit.   
 
The Covid-19 virus robs people of their life by suffocation, so that they can’t breathe. 
Our hope beyond the pandemic is that the gift of God’s Spirit will bring new life to 
our lives, churches and world. Life will certainly look very different in the future, but 
we can be assured that God is with us and that we are safe in His hands. 
 
‘I will put my Spirit in you, and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. 
Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the 
Lord.’(vs14) 

 
Rev Paul Hardingham 

 
 

Miscellaneous observations on life and faith… 
 
Genuine fellowship comes when Christians stop relating to one another as righteous 
saints and accept one another as unrighteous sinners. – David Watson 
 
Sunday-morning Christianity is the greatest hindrance to true revival. – Vance Havner 
 
The good thing about prayer is that there’s only one way to go wrong, and 
that’s not to do it.  If prayer at its simplest level is listening to God and talking to Him, 
you don’t need long books to tell you how to do it. – Anon 
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Reflected Faith … a string of beads 
 

 
As you pray or simply spend time quietly at 
home, have you ever thought of using a 
rosary? Holding something can be very 
comforting. 
 
A rosary has beads in groups of ten, a 
separation and then a single bead.  This is 
repeated five times in a circle and then there 
is a different set of beads on a single line 
from that in a pattern of single, space, three 
beads, space, single and then at the end a 
crucifix. 
 
A couple of years ago the Archbishop of York went on a pilgrimage around the 
Diocese of York of which he is also the Diocesan Bishop; visiting every Church of 
England church and church school.  He was also welcomed into many other non-
church places and situations.   
 
Wherever he went he distributed a set of ‘beads.’ These were in sets of three beads, 
a space and a single bead repeated four times.  At the central point of the circle was 
a  
wooden cross. As he spoke, he invited those around him to pray using the beads and 
then to continue to use them in their own time and in their own ways. 
 
All of us in our different personal circumstances are living in some isolation – as 
families with young children, teenagers, three generations, couples together, young 
singles, and the widowed. 
 
So many different situations but like those different strings of beads, whether as a 
single or in small groups, each is part of the whole and separated we may be but not 
alone. 
 
This month:  If you do not have a set of beads just get some string and make knots in 
it.  As you pass the knots through your hands think of other people, situations and 
places and do include yourself and your own church.  Perhaps say a traditional prayer 
on each bead or just use the words, ‘Lord have mercy’. 

Rev Dr Jo White 
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We can claim the gift of sleep  
 

 
Many of us have had our sleep patterns disturbed in recent weeks.  After all, a 
pandemic, lockdown and growing financial crisis are hardly conducive to relaxation. 
 
But the fact is that, whatever is happening out there, we desperately need our sleep. 
It is vital for the proper functioning of our brain and heart. Anyone who has ever 
been deprived of sleep for a period will remember their ever-diminishing ability to 
perform complicated tasks. 
 
Sleep can also help us solve problems. We go to bed struggling with a decision to 
make or a relationship to resolve, and we wake up to find a solution presenting itself. 
The old advice to ‘sleep on it’ is true: we see things more clearly after sleep.  
 
The Bible considers our sleep as a blessing from God.  As Christians, we can calmly 
commit ourselves to His loving care, secure that He who watches over us “will 
neither slumber nor sleep” (Ps 121:4). Knowing that God is with us, we can let 
ourselves go. 
 
If you are having trouble sleeping, why not memorise one of the verses below, and 
repeat it to yourself as you lie in bed tonight? 
 
‘I lie down and sleep; I wake again, because the Lord sustains me.’ (Ps 3:5) 
 
‘In peace I will lie down and sleep, for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety.’ (Ps 
4:8) 
 
‘In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat— for He grants sleep to 
those He loves.’ (Ps 127:2) 
 
‘When you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will be 
sweet.’  (Prov. 3:24) 
 
‘I will refresh the weary and satisfy the faint.’ (Jer. 31:25) 
 
As the writer George MacDonald so aptly put it: “Sleep is God’s contrivance for giving 
man the help He cannot get into him when he is awake.” 
 

 
 

Polite church 
“The congregation was wonderful,” said the visiting minister after the Zoom service.  
 
“They were so polite that they even covered their mouths when they yawned.” 
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Christians and the bubonic plague of London 
 

 
The Reverend Richard Peirson was one of the exceptions.  Most of the other clergy in 
the City of London had fled the Great Plague in 1665, but Peirson stayed behind to 
look after the parishioners of St Bride’s Church, Fleet Street, where he was Rector. 
The parish was densely populated and the pandemic was catastrophic.  
 
The church’s register records 636 burials that year in the month of September alone, 
with 43 interred in one day. Houses of infected people were marked with a red cross 
on the door, with occupants kept inside for 40 days. Handcarts were pulled along the 
city streets to cart away the bodies; the drivers’ cries of “Bring out your dead”, 
became etched in the memories of subsequent generations. Relatives were banned 
from attending funerals. The official count numbered 68,596 deaths in London alone, 
but other estimates suggested two or three times that number. Bubonic plague – for 
that is what it was – was incurable. Poor people complained that even their ‘spiritual 
physicians’ had abandoned them. Clergy of the Church of England were often 
supplanted by non-conformist preachers.  
 
It was not just the St Bride’s Rector who put his life in jeopardy by staying at his post. 
While most wealthy people, along with King Charles II and his court, escaped the 
plague-ridden city, Churchwarden Henry Clarke also chose to remain at the church. 
When he succumbed to the illness, his brother William took over. William survived 
for a fortnight.  Plague cases continued to occur sporadically at a modest rate until 
mid-1666. That year the Great Fire of London destroyed St Bride’s Church and much 
of the City of London. It was rebuilt to a design by Christopher Wren, but almost 
obliterated once more in 1940 during World War II before being restored yet again. 
 
Today’s Rector, Canon Alison Joyce, says that compared with her predecessor 
Richard Peirson, she has it easy. Like everyone else, she is confined by the lockdown 
rules to her Rectory next to the church. But her pastoral work continues, and she 
collates sermons and archive music to create a Sunday webcast service. Alison 
writes, “these days it is a ministry of telephone calls, emails and Facetime. I offer 
such practical help and support to the vulnerable as I can . . . I keep a candle burning 
before our main altar and continue a ministry of prayer.”  
 
Alison says she is surprised when people regard the faith as a kind of celestial 
insurance policy against bad things happening to them. The first followers of Jesus 
knew that in dedicating their lives to following the crucified and risen Christ, their 
discipleship would take them into the very heart of darkness, not away from it.   
She adds, “Hope is no hope at all unless it can engage with utter despair and 
meaninglessness.” 

The Ven John Barton 
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St James the Least of All …. 
 

……. on why holding an Arts Festival in church is not a good idea 
 
 

 
My dear Nephew Darren 
 
Your decision to hold a Summer weekend Arts Festival in church, bringing culture to 
your inner-city streets, was most commendable. Pity, how it all turned out. 
 
The Friday evening started well with the concert of Scott Joplin piano music. 
Obviously knowing that the pieces were originally played in seedy bars on pianos 
wildly out of tune with several notes missing, your committee must have gone to 
endless trouble to find precisely the right instrument. Your stage-hands, were, 
however, less careful and hadn’t noticed that the platform had a noticeable list to 
port. After each piece, the pianist had to relocate the piano stool closer to his 
nomadic piano, with the last piece being performed with both entirely out of sight 
behind the pulpit. 
 
It created much innocent entertainment for the audience, but the fault really should 
have been remedied before the Saturday evening choir concert. Discarded kneelers 
and rotting hymn books do not form a stable base for a stage supporting an 80-
strong choir. So when it came to the enthusiastic rendering of hits from ‘Oklahoma’, 
with copious hand movements, it came as something of a relief that the stage took 
this as the moment to signal defeat, tipping the tenors behind the altar. The 
audience’s thunderous applause, assuming this was a carefully choreographed part 
of the performance, was quite touching. I am sure all the compensation claims will 
soon be sorted out. 
 
Your one great mistake was to take on responsibility for organising the refreshments 
afterwards. Church entertainments committees have centuries of collective 
experience in judging the numbers of ham sandwiches and bottles of milk required. I 
am forever proud that our own ladies – through years of experience – can now get 
five cups of tea from every tea bag and can butter bread so thinly that one pack can 
last several months. 
 
What you now do with 29 surplus loaves of bread is a problem you have brought 
upon yourself. You could possibly use them for supporting the stage next year. 
 
 

Your loving uncle, Eustace 
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Around the Harbour….  
…. Welcome to the Lady Mary 

 

 
 
At last the Harbour is being brought back to life again following the partial relaxation 
of lockdown which came into effect in the middle of May. At this stage, the idea is to 
open it up mainly for locals and hope that, if all goes well, there can be a further 
relaxation in early July. At least this level of loosening allows boats which are high 
and dry on Batson car park to be launched and put on moorings. 
 
One of the continuing difficulties is that it is unlikely that any public lavatories will be 
open. There are concerns about them becoming Covid-19 infected; concerns for the 
safety of staff who would have to clean them; and questions about how frequently 
they would need to be cleaned. The complication is, of course, the problem of, shall 
we say, water quality. Let’s hope that a way can be found to do what is right. 
 
As I mentioned last month, the lockdown is devastating the Harbour’s revenues. At 
the time of writing, the lost revenue amounts to around £400,000 which is a huge 
sum for a Harbour of this size. Because the law requires the Harbour to be run with a 
balanced budget – no profit, no loss – such end-of-year surpluses as may occur 
amount to little more than £50,000. And, of course, the pain isn’t over yet: the 
Harbour’s main revenues are generated in July and August and there is no certainty 
that everything can become fully operational by then. 
 
It may be well-known by now that the Rivermaid has been sold to Plymouth Boat 
Cruises and renamed the Plymouth Princess (there have been a number of those 
over the years) and will be cruising up and down the Tamar just as soon as the 
lockdown has abated. The ferry company which was operating her in Salcombe last 
year has acquired the 12.8 metre Lady Mary and work is actively going on in the Bag 
to prepare her for this season.  
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Lady Mary can carry 50 passengers, 
slightly fewer than the Rivermaid. 
Before she  entered Salcombe, she 
was known as the MV St Mawes 
Castle and plied between St Mawes 
and Falmouth’s Custom House 
Quay, with George Pill as its 
skipper. George was one of the last 
of the Pill family to keep working as 
a ferryman. His grandfather, also 
George, owned nearly all the ferries 
and pleasure boats in Falmouth at 
one stage but, when he retired, 
sold them off and broke up the 

business. It seems his family have had various ups and downs as well as being at 
loggerheads ever since, until Falmouth’s Harbour Master finally banned them from 
operating. Lady Mary is an elegant boat and doubtless will become much loved in 
time: but, unlike the Rivermaid, which was built for the Harbour, Lady Mary cannot 
(at the moment at least) load or disembark passengers from the bows, which will 
complicate her use of Jubilee Pier. 
 
Last month I mentioned the superyachts which have been returning to the UK as the 
result of the Corvid-19 pandemic as well as, of course, the desperate case of the local 
yachtsman marooned in Tahiti. There is now another, much more serious, difficulty 
for the yachting community. There are a number of European-registered live-aboard 
sailing yachts in the Caribbean which are stranded at sea and having real difficulties 
getting supplies of food, water and fuel, because all the ports are closed to foreign 
vessels. But the hurricane season is approaching so it seems that they may have little 
option but to make a 4200-mile, non-stop, journey back across the Atlantic, some 
possibly single-handed. This pandemic has a long reach. 
 
Hugh Marriage lives in South Pool and is Deputy Chair of Salcombe Harbour Board. These articles express 
personal views. www.marriages.me.uk/hugh/blog  

 
 

What it says on the sign 
 
On a maternity room door: "Push. Push. Push."  
 
At an optometrist's office:  "If you don't see what you're looking for, you've come to 
the right place."  
 
In a veterinarian's waiting room: "Be back in five minutes. Sit! Stay!"  
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Wordsearch 

 
 

Coronavirus has turned our world upside down. But God is still there, and we can call 
on Him, as Psalm 91 (vs 1-6) reminds us… 
 
1Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
    will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.  
2 I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, 
    my God, in whom I trust.” 
3 Surely he will save you 
    from the fowler’s snare 
    and from the deadly pestilence. 
4 He will cover you with his feathers, 
    and under his wings you will find refuge; 
    his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. 
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5 You will not fear the terror of night, 
    nor the arrow that flies by day, 
6 nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, 
    nor the plague that destroys at midday. 
 
List of words to be found below; and the answers will be in the July Link 
 
Dwells Shelter Most High Shadow 
Almighty Refuge Fortress Trust Save 
Snare Deadly Pestilence Cover Feathers 
Wings Faithfulness Shield Rampant Fear 
Terror Night Arrow Plague Destroys 

 
 

Answers to May Wordsearch 

 

 


